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WEAAD 

The World Elder Abuse Awareness 
Day is commemorated each year 
on 15 June to highlight the often 
silent suffering of the elder 
generation. The Day was officially 
recognized by the United Nations 
General Assembly in December 
2011, following a request by the 
International Network for the 
Prevention of Elder Abuse 
(INPEA), who first established the 
commemoration in June 2006. 

 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/ageing/news/2016/06/the-world-elder-abuse-awareness-day-weaad-2016/




Message from Susan Somers 
INPEA President 





“I call upon Governments and all concerned actors to design and 
carry out more effective prevention strategies and stronger laws 

and policies to address all aspects of elder abuse.  Let us work 
together to optimize living conditions for older persons and enable 

them to make the greatest possible contribution to our world. 
 

On this Day, I call upon Member States and civil society to 
strengthen their resolve and redouble their efforts to eliminate all 

forms of violence and abuse against older people. ”  
 
UN Secretary-General   Ban Ki-moon – June 2016 

http://www.rightinginjustice.com/news/2015/09/15/former-un-workers-speak-out-against-organizations-anti-whistleblower-culture/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQzNOyxqnNAhWh4qYKHVCJBV0QjRwIBw&url=http://en.dailypakistan.com.pk/pakistan/ban-ki-moon-condemns-terrorist-attack-in-attock-876/&psig=AFQjCNGok6PDplMkp-_nvoYA0fkZSlZpRw&ust=1466063533000539


• Formed in South Australia in 2013 
• Connecting ageing services throughout the Commonwealth 
• Established presence in 17 of the 53 countries of the 

Commonwealth 
• Our vision is to advance the interests of older people throughout 

the Commonwealth, by building capability and capacity in health 
and aged care services.  

• Support for professional staff development 
• Advocacy and support for policy and service development 
• Promoting the interests of older people and their contribution to 

civil society 
• Mutual support and sharing wisdom 
• Working in partnership with existing NGOs 



10 Principles 
• Zero tolerance of abuse  

• Support people with respect  

• Treat each person as an individual  

• Enable people to maintain independence, choice and control  

• Listen and support people to express their needs and wants  

• Respect people’s privacy  

• Ensure people feel able to complain without fear of retribution  

• Engage with family members and carers as care partners  

• Assist people to maintain confidence and a positive self-esteem  

• Act to alleviate loneliness 
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Celebrating an  
“Inclusive Commonwealth” 

@commonageassoc 

www.commage.org  
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