
State of the Nation  

Topics to be covered today: 
• ALRC Report 131- Overview of Inquiries/Reports  - Oakden Legacy 

• What is happening in other jurisdictions to address elder abuse 

• The National Plan 

• Elder Abuse Community Led Strategies for Change 

• OPAN 

• Elder Abuse Action Australia (EAAA) 

• The future 

 

 



Last year I had a dream.. 



Oakden Legacy 

 ALRC 131 Report Elder 
Abuse 

 SA Joint Committee – Elder 
Abuse 

 Carnell Paterson Report 

 Senate Committee 

 ICAC Report into Oakden 

 House of Representatives 
Committee 

 SA Elder Abuse Response 
Discussion Paper 
Consultation 

 SA Election Committments 



Carnell Paterson Review 



SA Parliamentary Committee 

Report 



ICAC Report 



Federal Government Responses 

 Unannounced visits 

 Aged Care Quality & Safety Commission 

 Serious Incident Response Scheme 

 Clinical Advisor 

 Mental Health package 

 Aged Care Workforce Taskforce 

 



State government responses 

 Accepted all recommendations in the 
Groves (Oakden) Report 

 Closed down Makk & McLeay Units 
(Oakden) 

 Committed to legislative reform 

 

 

 

 



But what about the elder 

abuse in the community? 



The National Plan 

 20 February 2018 – Cth A/General 
announced: 
 Council of A/G agreed to develop  National Plan 

 Expecting to see consultation in July/August 
2018 

 A draft will be presented to the Council by end 
of 2018 

 



Abuse of Older People: A Community 

Response 



OPAN 



EAAA 



Alliance for the Prevention of Elder 

Abuse (APEA) 

 Legal Services Commission 

 SAPOL 

 Office of the Public Advocate 

 Public Trustee 

 Aged Rights Advocacy Service 



Bankers calling for urgent financial 

protections 



Adult Safeguarding  

 ALRC Recommendation 

 Must balance autonomy and protection 

 Must ensure that there is a response to concern about 
abuse 

 Must ensure that based on human rights principles– Will & 
preference of older person at every stage of intervention 

 Must ensure Non government sector involved 

 Ensure access to independent Advocacy Services 

 SACAT review and redress   



Future 18/19 
 17/18 Future 

 A National Plan 

 Scoping study 

 Collaboration – 
multijurisdictional, 
multidisciplinary, co designed 
with older people… 

 Balancing autonomy and 
safety 

 Prevention Strategies 

 Then Action………………… 

 

 Adult Safeguarding 
Legislation 

 Backed by support services 
with real resources 

 Aged Care Reform 

 National Register for Powers 
of Attorney 

 EAAA flourishes ensuring the 
voice of older people is heard  

 Sign off of the National Plan 
….then Action 

 



Call to Action 

 There is no excuse not to act 
nationally NOW against elder abuse.  

 Elder Abuse – within families, the 
wider community, or in any care 
setting is unacceptable 

 



Thank you 

 



ARAS 

 Carolanne Barkla 

 carolanneb@agedrights.asn.au 

 www.sa.agedrights.asn.au 
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